Report Novell 5 printerdistribution.

research:

Novell 5 printer distribution with settings.

goal:

Find out if it is possible to distribute a printerdriver to workstations with the settings and mailboxinsettings of the printer.

Setup:

Used a IR5000 PCL5e driver version 4.81 on a W98SE workstation in a Novell 5 Network.

The thought behind this test is to distribute the driver in the common way for Novell5 and to distribute the settings as an application and push this application to the workstations. This can be done with ZEN works for novell5.
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Make sure  zen works is installed on the server and on the  workstation (customer needs to do this). Zen works is shipped with Novell5. 

2. If Zen is installed, you have to create a policy on the Workstation  then the workstations can be imported into the NDS. Customer has to do this (see appendix). 

3. If zen works is installed, NAL (Novell Application Launcher) should be started every time a workstation logs on. This can be done with a shortcut in the startup menu (fig 1).

4. There must be a NDPS printer created in the tree in this test it was called Test Printer. Install also the drivers for W98(W95) via the Broker. In the properties you can set that this printer must be distributed. This is still the same as any other distribution.

5. Log on and see if the driver is distributed.

6. Make sure that the settings of  the printer are already set like (cassettes, mailboxes etc.)

7. Open the registry and goto [HKEY_LOCAL_MACHINE\System\CurrentControlSet\Control\Print\Printers\Test printer.root] see figure 2. Export these registry entries (Test printer root, PrinterDriverData and DeviceOption) as for instance reg1 reg2 en reg3 and save these entries on the server.
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8. With  NWAdmin create an application object in the NDS tree. Goto the properties of this object and choose Registry Settings. (see figure 3) Via File you can add the three registry entries to the registry settings. 
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9. Next you can select for which OS these settings apply, via System Requirements (zie figuur 4). 
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10. Now we have to set up how and when this “application” is sent to the workstation.The  next screendumps will be self explanatory.. 
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End result:

There is still a problem when the user logs on for the first time. First he gets the application and then the driver. The driver overwrites the settings done in the regestry. Because the driver is only downloaded once and the application every time, a second login will cure the problem.

People who did the research:

Remco Wiegel in coöperation with Dick Holt (Canon Netherlands).
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Figuur 2
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Figuur 4
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Figuur 3



